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Trafficking in persons, especially women and children: effortsto
combat human trafficking in supply chains of businesses

The Human Rights Council,,

Reaffirming all previous resolutions on trafficking in perspaspecially women and
children, in particular General Assembly resoluid®3/156 of 18 December 2008 and
64/178 of 18 December 2009, and Human Rights Cotesblutions 8/12 of 18 June 2008,
11/3 of 17 June 2009, 14/2 of 23 June 2010, 178.Xafly 2011 and 20/1 of 5 July 2012,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, thetnational Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Iraéiomal Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights,

Reaffirming the principles set forth in relevant human rigltstruments and
declarations, including the Convention on the Rgiftthe Child and the Optional Protocol
thereto on the sale of children, child prostitutiamd child pornography, and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Disnination against Women and the
Optional Protocol thereto,

Reaffirming also the United Nations Convention against Transnati@rmanized
Crime and the Protocols thereto, in particularPhetocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Chatdrsupplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,

Recalling the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) ared Worst Forms of
Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) of the intional Labour Organization, and
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welcoming the adoption by that Organization of B@mestic Workers Convention, 2011
(No. 189) and of the Domestic Workers Recommenda2611 (No. 201),

Taking note of the Recommended Principles and Guidelines om&ituRights and
Human Trafficking and the commentary thereon developed by the Otffcthe United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Affirming that trafficking in persons violates and impaing £njoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, continues to @oserious challenge to humanity and
requires a concerted international assessment asgomse and genuine multilateral
cooperation among countries of origin, transit dadtination for its eradication,

Recognizing that victims of trafficking are often subject toultiple forms of
discrimination and violence, including on the grdsirof gender, age, disability, ethnicity,
culture and religion, as well as national or soadmigin, and that these forms of
discrimination may themselves fuel trafficking ierpons,

Recognizing also that human trafficking in supply chains has beentidied as a
serious problem and a challenge that needs to Bees&bd in various economic sectors,
including those integrated into global markets,

Noting that some of the demand fostering sexual exploitatexploitative labour
and illegal removal of organs is met by traffickimgpersons,

Noting also that the availability of regular labour migratiopportunities can be a
way to reduce the risk of people being trafficked,

Welcoming in particular the efforts of States, United Nations bodies anehags
and intergovernmental and non-governmental orgéioizm to address the problem of
trafficking in persons, especially women and chatdrincluding the Working Group on the
Review of the Implementation of the United NatioBenvention against Transnational
Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto, theddniiations Global Plan of Action to
Combat Trafficking, adopted by the General Asseniblits resolution 64/293 of 30 July
2010, the Global Initiative to Fight Human Traffiol, the Inter-Agency Coordination
Group against Trafficking in Persons and the UnNadions Task Force on Transnational
Organized Crime and Drug Trafficking,

Taking note of the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime and tk&obal Report on Forced Labour of the International
Labour Organization,

Taking note with appreciation of the reports of the Special Rapporteur on fkifig in
persons, especially women and children, submittedne General AssemBlyand the
Human Rights Councitl,

1. Reiteratesits concern at:

(@  The high number of persons, especially womendidren, who are victims
of trafficking being trafficked within and betweeggions and States;

(b)  The increasing activities of transnational antiameal organized crime groups
and others who profit from trafficking in persomspecially women and children, without
regard for dangerous and inhumane conditions,aigréint violation of domestic laws and
international law and contrary to internationahstards;
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(c) The use of new information technologies, inclgdithe Internet, for the
purposes of exploitation that constitute traffigkirsuch as for trafficking in women and
girls for forced marriages, for forced labour aretvices and for exploitation in sex
tourism, as well as trafficking in children for,tén alia, child pornography, paedophilia,
forced labour and services, and any other formxpfaitation of children;

(d)  The high level of impunity enjoyed by traffickeasd their accomplices and
the denial of rights and justice to victims of fieiing;

(e)  The lack of effective remedies for trafficked gams globally, including the
possibility of obtaining compensation for damagtesad,;

2. Calls upon States to consider signing and ratifying, as a enatf priority, in
the case of Governments that have not yet donarsb.for States parties to implement
relevant United Nations legal instruments, suchhasUnited Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocolsetbe in particular the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Pers&specially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention againahsnational Organized Crime, and
to take immediate steps to ensure domestic apolicaf provisions of the Protocol;

3. Urges States to consider signing and ratifying the DomeMorkers
Convention, 2011 (No. 189) of the International dabOrganization;

4, Reiterates that all States have the obligation, under international, l&aw
exercise due diligence to prevent and combat tkiffg in persons under international law,
including by establishing comprehensive programtoegrevent trafficking, and enacting
and enforcing legislation criminalizing traffickingo investigate instances of trafficking
and impose proportionate punishments on perpessatmd to ensure full respect for and
protection of the human rights of victims of traking;

5. Urges States to recognize trafficked persons as victimth vepecific
protection needs from the moment they are traffickand to ensure the promotion,
protection and fulfilment of their human rightsclinding the right to an effective remedy
for breaches of these rights;

6. Calls upon States:

(@) To effectively enforce relevant laws on traffiegiin persons by, inter alia,
intensifying capacity-building and training, incing human rights education and training,
for all relevant stakeholders, including the palic@migration authorities, border patrol
officials, labour inspectors, judges, prosecutdasyyers and tax authorities, as well as
health and child welfare professionals, within &alge means;

(b)  To strengthen the enforcement of their labourslaamd, in particular, to
specifically train and increase awareness of labmspectors and other competent
authorities in addition to allocating adequate veses so that they have the capacity to
identify victims of trafficking during labour inspons of establishments where trafficked
persons are likely to be exploited, including inadinor informal establishments;

(c) To take appropriate measures to promote and gqirthe human rights of
trafficked persons in all categories of work;

(d)  To develop and support programmes and initiatthes motivate businesses
to contribute proactively to prevent and combatffitking in persons, such as awareness-
raising initiatives, grievance mechanisms, riskeasment, product certification, labelling,
monitoring and verification;

(e) To encourage increased transparency and duesdegin the recruitment
practices of companies and suppliers within theppdy chains;
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) To undertake initiatives, including awarenessirgj campaigns, to inform
on the dangers of trafficking in persons, includirafficking in supply chains;

(9 To promote partnerships and engage the businessmanity and civil
society, including non-governmental organizatioms, developing and implementing
sustainable initiatives to prevent and combat hutreficking in supply chains, taking into
account the views and experiences of traffickedsqes in designing, implementing,
monitoring and evaluating such initiatives;

7. Encourages businesses, in order to contribute to preventitigate any risks
of trafficking in persons in their supply chaing, inter alia:

(@) Become supporters of the Global Compact and thes Ethical Principles,
which underscore the importance of respect for humghts by businesses and their
participation in efforts to combat the scourge afman trafficking in all its forms,
especially in the supply chain, in addition to coittimy themselves to implement the
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights;

(b) Establish, as appropriate, an effective monitpreystem, such as social
audits, to scrutinize the risks of human traffigket all levels of the supply chain;

(c) Conduct a risk assessment for their entire suppbin and, on that basis,
develop and adopt high-level, company-wide policesstrategies to eliminate risks of
trafficking in persons in their supply chains, whishould be made applicable to all
enterprises in a company’s supply chain by adequatssures;

(d) Raise awareness among human resources and ail refevant staff of the
risks of trafficking in persons and the rights ddfficked persons, and train them in the
company’s anti-trafficking policies so that theye able to identify and report potential
cases of trafficking and take appropriate action|uding measures to respect and protect
the human rights of victims of trafficking;

8. Encourages all actors and stakeholders, including Governmantsll levels,
industry and business peers and trade unions, nahtiouman rights institutions, civil
society and community-based organizations to, ialier

(@) Establish networks to communicate, exchange viemg information, on a
regular basis, on policies, programmes, performamkthe impact of different measures
with regard to efforts to combat human trafficking;

(b)  Identify good and best practices in the preventbtrafficking in persons in
supply chains in identifying victims of traffickingnd in cooperating to assist victims of
trafficking in the protection of their human rights

9. Encourages States to refer to the Recommended Principles andeines on
Human Rights and Human Trafficking developed by@iffice of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rightas a useful tool in integrating a human rightseblas
approach into their responses to provide a fulgeaof effective remedies to trafficked
persons and, in the case of trafficked childrenuphold, at a minimum, the general
principles of the Convention on the Rights of tHel;

10.  Urges States, regional and subregional organizationdetelop collective
regional strategies and plans of action to comizdficking in persons and to involve, as
appropriate, representatives of business orgaaimtand trade unions in the national
coordination mechanisms on combating traffickingémnsons;

11. Invites States and other interested parties to make furtr@untary
contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Tréaind for Victims of Trafficking in
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Persons, Especially Women and Children, and thetednNations Trust Fund on
Contemporary Forms of Slavery;

12.  Callsupon all States to continue to cooperate with the Sp&a@porteur on
trafficking in persons, especially women and chilgr and to consider responding
favourably to the mandate holder's requests tot teeir countries and to provide all
necessary information related to the mandate tdlenhe mandate holder to fulfil the
duties of the mandate effectively;

13.  Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to promote ths regional
and subregional levels, the Recommended PrincgridsGuidelines on Human Rights and
Human Trafficking developed by the Office;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Office of thiégh
Commissioner with resources sufficient to fulfik imandate in relation to combating
trafficking in persons, especially women and clafgr

15. Decides to continue its consideration of this matter untter same agenda
item in accordance with its annual programme ofkwor

38th meeting
13 June 2013
[Adopted without a vote.]




