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68/239. Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11) and
strengthening of the United Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat)

The General Assembly

Recalling the outcomes of the United Nations Conference oamgn
Settlementsand of the second United Nations Conference on &tuiSettlements
(Habitat I1) ?

Recalling also relevant resolutions of the General Assembly ore th
implementation of the outcome of the United Natio@B®nference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 1) and strengthening of thetéld Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat), as well as relevant decisiand resolutions of the
Economic and Social Council on the coordinated impéntation of the Habitat
Agenda,

Recalling furtherEconomic and Social Council resolution 2013/222dfJuly
2013 on human settlements, adopted by the Couhitd aubstantive session of 2013,

Recallingits resolution®4/2070f 21 December 200%5/1650f 20 December
2010, 66/207 of 22 December 2011 an@7/216 of 21 December 2012, which
addressed the convening in 2016 of a United Natiomsference on housing and
sustainable urban development (Habitat I11),

Reaffirming the outcome document, entitled “The future we Wamif the
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Develogmeeld in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 20%4n particular paragraphs 134 to 137 on sustainable
cities and human settlements, in which, inter aitais recognized that cities are

! SeeReport of Habitat: United Nations Conference on HonSettlements, Vancouver, 31 May—11 June
1976(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IVidaorrigendum).

2 SeeReport of the United Nations Conference on HumatieBeents (Habitat I1), Istanbul, 3-14 Jun
1996 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.97.1V.6).

3 Resolution 66/288, annex.
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engines of economic growth which, if well planneddadeveloped, including
through integrated planning and management appemchcan promote
economically, socially and environmentally sust&ileasocieties,

Recognizingthat, while significant progress has been madéniplementing
the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settleméhimnd the Habitat Agenda,
challenges remain, such as, inter alia, the rapldmization process in large parts of
the developing world, the continuing increase ia ttumber of urban slum dwellers
in the world, the negative impact of environmentdégradation on human
settlements, including climate change, desertifaratand loss of biodiversity, and
the increasing vulnerability of urban settlements matural and human-made
disasters,

Reiterating its supporfor the World Urban Forum as the foremost global
arena for interaction among policymakers, local ewwment leaders,
non-governmental stakeholders and expert pracgtisnin the field of human
settlements, and expressing its appreciation toGbeernment of Colombia and the
city of Medellin for offering to host the seventlession of the Forum from 5 to
11 April 2014,

Recalling paragraph 14 of resolutio®7/216 in which the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General of the conferemgedpare, using the expertise of
the United Nations system, a proposal, for consitien by the Governing Council
of UN-Habitat at its twenty-fourth session, on hdwst to provide inputs for and
support to the preparatory process of the confedéndhe most inclusive, efficient,
effective and improved manner, and to proceed atiogty,

Taking note of the report of the Governing Council of UN-Hadtiton its
twenty-fourth session, held from 15 to 19 April fland its resolutions contained
therein, in particular resolutior34/1 on World Cities Dayz4/4 on gender equality
and women’s empowerment to contribute to sustamaioban developmen24/5on
pursuing sustainable development through nationdlan policies,24/7, entitled
“Making slums history: a worldwide challenge24/10 on urbanization and
sustainable urban development in the post-2015 ldpweent agenda, an2i4/14 on
inputs for and support to the preparatory procefsthe United Nations conference
on housing and sustainable urban development (dabl, all of 19 April 2013,

Recallingits resolution67/148of 20 December 2012, in which it called upon
the United Nations system, including the funds, ggeanmes and specialized
agencies, to increase efforts to fully mainstreageader perspective into all issues
under their consideration and within their mandates well as all United Nations
summits, conferences and special sessions andftikiw-up processes,

ReaffirmingEconomic and Social Council resolution 1980/6726fJuly 1980
on international years and anniversaries and Génfessembly resolution$3/199
of 15 December 1998 an@1/185 of 20 December 2006 on the proclamation of
international years,

Emphasizing the importance of the wide participation of allleneant
stakeholders, including local authorities, in therompotion of sustainable
urbanization and settlements,

4 Report of the United Nations Conference on HumatieBeents (Habitat I1), Istanbul, 3-14 June 1996
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.97.IV&)ap. |, resolution 1, annex I.

5 Ibid., annex II.
® Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtpvtigession, Supplement NqA868/8).
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1. Takes noteof the note by the Secretary-General on the coarteid
implementation of the Habitat Agendand the report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the outcome of the United ibla¢ Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 1) and strengthening of thetéld Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat);

2.  Encouragesgiving appropriate consideration to sustainablieamization
in the elaboration of the post-2015 developmentage

3. Emphasizeshe importance of ensuring consistency and coleén the
deliberations of the General Assembly and the Eagdnoand Social Council on
agenda items related to the work of UN-Habitat;

4. Affirms Governing Council of UN-Habitat resolutidid/14 on the inputs
and support required for the preparatory procesghefUnited Nations conference
on housing and sustainable urban development (dabl) to be met by regular
budget and voluntary contributions, and in this axyencourages the Secretary-
General to seek voluntary support for this purpard calls upon Member States to
provide such support;

5. Welcomedhe offer by the Government of Ecuador to hostdbaference
in Quito in 2016;

6. Urges international and bilateral donors, and also théevgie sector,
financial institutions and foundations, to suppte national, regional and global
preparations for Habitat Il through voluntary cdhttions to the Habitat Il trust
fund and to support the participation of represémés of developing countries in
meetings of the preparatory committee and in thefeence itself, in accordance
with the provisions of paragraph 13 of resolut®f218

7. Invites Member States to facilitate participatory processnd wide
stakeholder participation, including local authm# and their associations, when
developing, revising and implementing national urlgolicies, where appropriate,
in particular through national urban forums alsoaameans for the preparation of
Habitat IIl;

8. Encouragesstakeholders gathering at the seventh sessiomef\World
Urban Forum, as well as at the regular ministecaiferences on housing and urban
development and other relevant expert group mestiig provide inputs and to
contribute as appropriate to the process leadintpeéaconference;

9. Requeststhe Secretary-General of the conference to modbilihe
expertise of the United Nations system as a whalgluding the regional
commissions, and of other relevant internationa¢gional and subregional
organizations, for the Habitat 11l preparatory pess;

10. Encouragesall organizations of the United Nations systenstmpport, as
appropriate and at the request of Member StatesHubitat |1l preparatory process
at the country level, including the establishmenstiengthening of national habitat
committees and the preparation of Habitat Ill na#b reports, considering the
support that could be provided by the private sectoon-governmental
organizations and academia, in accordance wittonatilegislation and practices, as
appropriate;

" AI68/328.
8 A/68/332.
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11. Welcomeghe strategic plan of UN-Habitat for the periodl262019 and
its focus areas, as approved by the Governing CibwfidJN-Habitat at its twenty-
fourth sessioff;

12. Invites the international donor community and financiaktitutions to
contribute generously to UN-Habitat through incmehs voluntary financial
contributions to the United Nations Habitat and HumSettlements Foundation,
including the Urban Basic Services Trust Fund amel technical cooperation trust
funds, and invites Governments in a position to stoand other stakeholders to
provide predictable multi-year funding and incres®n-earmarked contributions
to support the implementation of the strategic pi@anthe period 2014-2019;

13. Emphasizesthe importance of the Nairobi headquarters locatiof
UN-Habitat, and requests the Secretary-General depkthe resource needs of
UN-Habitat and the United Nations Office at Nairabider review so as to permit
the delivery, in an effective manner, of necesssggices to UN-Habitat and other
United Nations organs and organizations in Nairobi;

14. Requestshe Secretary-General to keep the resource nefeddleHabitat
under review so as to continue efforts to improve éfficiency, effectiveness,
transparency and accountability in supporting thelementation of its mandate;

15. Takes note of the governance review process of UN-Habitatd an
encourages the Committee of Permanent Represeesatito continue its
consideration of proposals, including recommendetiand options for reform, with
a view to reaching a consensus on how to proceé thve governance review;

16. Decidesto designate 31 October, beginning in 2014, asliVBities Day,
invites States, the United Nations system, in pafdir UN-Habitat, relevant
international organizations, civil society and ather relevant stakeholders to
observe and raise awareness of the Day, and sfrékae the costs of all activities
that may arise from observing the Day should be freeh voluntary contributions;

17. Welcomesthe commitments of Member States and the effoft®ther
stakeholders to promote an integrated approachaonpng and building sustainable
cities and urban settlements;

18. EncouragesGovernments and Habitat Agenda partners to usangid
city extension methodologies to guide the sustdmabevelopment of cities
experiencing rapid urban growth, in order to pravelum proliferation, enhance
access to urban basic services, support inclusowesimg, enhance job opportunities
and create a safe and healthy living environment;

19. Recognizeghe significance of equitable and adequate actessrban
basic services as a foundation for sustainable nidagion and therefore to overall
social and economic development;

20. ReaffirmsGoverning Council of UN-Habitat resolutio®?4/4 on gender
equality and women’s empowerment to contribute taostainable urban
development, and in this regard urges Member StdiésHabitat and all relevant
stakeholders to take appropriate measures to img@hnthe decision contained
therein;

21. Recallsthe international conference on the theme “Malkshgns history:
a worldwide challenge for 2020”, held in Rabat fr@@ to 28 November 2012, to
review and share global progress in improving tindng conditions of slum
dwellers between 2000 and 2010 and to devise aegtyafor inclusive, sustainable
and prosperous cities;
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22. Welcomesthe hosting by the Government of South Africa difet
UN-Habitat conference on the theme “Leading chaimgthe city” in Johannesburg
in 2014;

23. Invites Member States and Habitat Agenda partners to fétatauand
implement sustainable urban development policied giromote just, resilient and
inclusive cities, considering the contributionsalf relevant stakeholders, and with
a particular focus on the needs of women and thohe are most vulnerable,
including children and youth, older persons, pesswith disabilities, rural to urban
migrants, internally displaced people and indigenpeoples;

24. Requestdhe Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
sixty-ninth session a report on the implementatioh the present resolution,
including an update on progress made in the prejmars for the United Nations
conference on housing and sustainable urban dewedap (Habitat Ill), and to
include in his report to the Assembly at its seyefitst session an evaluation of
World Cities Day, mindful of the provisions of tlenex to Economic and Social
Council resolution 1980/67;

25. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sixtyth session the
item entitled “Implementation of the outcome of tbaited Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat Il) and strengtheningtited United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)”.

72nd plenary meeting
27 December 2013
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