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68/172. Effective promotion of the Declaration on the Rights
of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minorities

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution47/1350f 18 December 1992, by which it adopted the
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging &didhal or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities annexed to that resolutiomdabearing in mind article 27 of
the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticaigRts' as well as other relevant
existing international standards and national legisn,

Recalling also its subsequent resolutions on the effective preomobof the
Declaration, as well as Human Rights Council redohs 6/15 of 28 September
2007 and 19/23 of 23 March 2012 by which the Council established and renewed
the mandate of the Forum on Minority Issud$/6 of 24 March 2011 on the
mandate of the Independent Expert on minority isgu8/3 of 29 September 2011
on the panel to commemorate the twentieth annivgred the adoption of the
Declaratior’ and 22/4 of 21 March 2013 on the rights of persons beloggio
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minwes

Affirming that the promotion and protection of the rightspefsons belonging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic ranities and dialogue between these
minorities and the rest of society, as well as thenstructive and inclusive
development of practices and institutional arrangata to accommodate diversity
within societies, contribute to political and sdc#ability and the prevention and

! See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

2 SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-third Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/63/53), chap. I,
sect. A.

% Ibid., Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 53 and corrigendum (A/67/53 and Corr.1), chap. BGtsA.
* Ibid., Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/66/53), chap. II, sect. A.

® Ibid., Supplement No. 53A and corrigendum (A/66/53/Add.1 and Corr.1), cHap.
® Ibid., Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/68/53), chap. IV, sect. A.

13-44977
R0 0 Please recydle




A/RES/68/172

Effective promotion of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religiousand Linguistic Minorities

2/7

peaceful resolution of conflicts involving the riighof persons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Expressing concern at the frequency and severity of disputes and lodsf
involving persons belonging to national or ethmigligious and linguistic minorities
in many countries and their often tragic consegesn@and that such persons often
suffer disproportionately from the effects of caaf$ resulting in the violation of
their human rights and are particularly vulnerabdedisplacement through, inter
alia, population transfers, refugee flows and farcelocation,

Emphasizing the important role that national institutions catay in the
promotion and protection of the rights of persomdonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities as well as iary warning and awareness-raising
measures to address problems regarding minorityagans,

Emphasizing also the need for reinforced efforts to meet the gofathe full
realization of the rights of persons belonging @tional or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities, including by addressing ecomic and social conditions and
marginalization, as well as to end any type of dimtnation against them,

Emphasizing further the importance of recognizing and addressing mldti
aggravated and intersecting forms of discriminatagainst persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mintbes and the compounded negative
impact upon the enjoyment of their rights,

Emphasizing the fundamental importance of human rights edweattraining
and learning as well as of dialogue, including intdtural and interfaith dialogue,
and interaction among all relevant stakeholders arambers of society on the
promotion and protection of the rights of persomdobnging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities as an integpart of the development of society
as a whole, including the sharing of best practisash as for the promotion of
mutual understanding of minority issues, managiigeisity by recognizing plural
identities and promoting inclusive and stable stbeie as well as social cohesion
therein,

Acknowledging that the United Nations has an important role leypegarding
the protection of the rights of persons belongiaghational or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities by, inter alia, taking due cmunt of, and giving effect to, the
Declaration, and recalling the paragraphs in isohation 67/292 of 24 July 2013 on
multilingualism relating to the rights of personglénging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities and recognizitigat multilingualism is a means of
preserving the diversity of languages and cultglebally,

Affirming that the twentieth anniversary of the adoptionlod Declaration, in
2012, offered an important opportunity to reflect the promotion and protection of
the rights of persons belonging to national or éhrreligious and linguistic
minorities, on achievements, best practices andllehges with regard to
implementation of the Declaration, on the diversays in which it has been used
and implemented in practice at the national, regiand international levels and on
the impact that it has had on national legislatimstitutional mechanisms and their
activities and programmes to advance the rightpexfons belonging to national or
ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Acknowledging the various activities undertaken by States, regio
intergovernmental bodies, civil society, includingn-governmental organizations,
and the United Nations system to commemorate thd@vansary, in particular the
regional expert workshops organized by the Offidetlee United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
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Welcoming the guide for advocates on promoting and protectminority
rights published by the Office of the High Commasér, which provides
information on main actors working on the rightspsrsons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities ime& United Nations and in key
regional organizations and which constitutes a &hle tool for advocates working
on this issue worldwide,

Recognizing, in this context, the important role played by thelependent
Expert in promoting the implementation of the Deatéon,

1. Reaffirms the obligation of States to ensure that personsngeng to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mintbes may exercise fully and
effectively all human rights and fundamental freedowithout any discrimination
and in full equality before the law, as proclaimadhe Declaration on the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religiamd Linguistic Minorities,and
draws attention to the relevant provisions of thelian Declaration and Programme
of Action 2 including the provisions on forms of multiple disnination;

2. Urges States and the international community to pronaotd protect the
rights of persons belonging to national or ethmaigious and linguistic minorities,
as set out in the Declaration, including through g8ncouragement of conditions for
the promotion of their identity, the provision ofdequate education and the
facilitation of their participation in all aspectsf the political, economic, social,
religious and cultural life of society and in theomomic progress and development
of their country, without discrimination, and to@p a gender perspective while
doing so;

3. Urges States to take all appropriate measures, intex, alonstitutional,
legislative, administrative and other measures, ftine promotion and
implementation of the Declaration, and appealstites to cooperate bilaterally and
multilaterally, in particular on the exchange ofsb@ractices and lessons learned, in
accordance with the Declaration, in order to prognaind protect the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religiamsl linguistic minorities;

4. Also urges States to undertake initiatives to ensure thasqes belonging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic rarities are aware of and able to
exercise their rights as set out in the Declaraton in other international human
rights obligations and commitments;

5. Recommends that States and other relevant actors ensure dofulest
extent possible that the Declaration is translaitetd all minority languages and
disseminated widely;

6. Callsupon States, while bearing in mind the theme of théhfgession of
the Forum on Minority Issues, and with a view tchancing the implementation of
the Declaration and to ensuring the realizationth&f rights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mintbes, to take appropriate measures
by, inter alia:

(&) Reviewing any legislation, policy or practice thes a discriminatory or
disproportionately negative effect on persons bging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities with a view tmnsidering its amendment;

" Resolution 47/135, annex.
8 See A/ICONF.189/12 and Corr.1, chap. I.
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(b) Developing awareness-raising and training inivi@s, including for
public officials, judges, prosecutors and law ewfment officials, on the rights
contained in the Declaration;

(c) Dedicating departments, sections or focal pointgthin existing
institutions or considering the establishment oéaplized national institutions or
agencies to address the rights of persons belongingational or ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities;

7. Recommends that States ensure that all measures taken wiview to
implementing the Declaration are, to the fullestteat possible, developed,
designed, implemented and reviewed with the fulfieetive and equal participation
of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religiand linguistic minorities;

8. Calls upon States to give special attention to the situataond specific
needs of women, children and persons with disabditbelonging to minorities
while promoting and protecting the rights of persdrelonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities;

9. Encourages States, in their follow-up to the World Conferenagainst
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Redatintolerance, to include
aspects relating to persons belonging to natiomattbnic, religious and linguistic
minorities in their national plans of action and, this context, to take forms of
multiple discrimination fully into account;

10. Calls upon States to integrate the promotion and protectibthe rights
of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religioand linguistic minorities, as
well as effective non-discrimination and equalitgr fall, into strategies for the
prevention and resolution of conflicts involvingede minorities, while ensuring
their full and effective participation in the desigmplementation and evaluation of
such strategies;

11. Calls upon the Secretary-General to make available, at thguest of
Governments concerned, qualified expertise on niipoissues, including in the
context of the prevention and resolution of disput® assist in resolving existing or
potential situations involving minorities;

12. Welcomes the reports of the Independent Expert on minoidtyues and
their special focus on institutional attention toetrights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minggs within governmental organs,
national human rights institutions and other retdvaational bodies as a means of
promoting their right§ and on rights-based approaches to the protectiod a
promotion of the rights of persons belonging tdgielus minorities*’

13. Commends the Independent Expert for the work that has béene and
the important role played in raising the level afaeness of and in giving added
visibility to the rights of persons belonging totimmal or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities, and for her guiding role the preparations for and the work of
the Forum, which contributes to efforts to improveoperation and coordination
among all United Nations mechanisms relating torilgats of persons belonging to
minorities;

° A/67/293.
10 A/68/268.
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14. Invites the Independent Expert to report annually to then&al
Assembly;

15. Callsupon all States to cooperate with and assist the Inddpet Expert
in the performance of the tasks and duties mandtdduer, to provide her with all
the necessary information requested and to senowshsider responding promptly
and favourably to the requests of the IndependequeR to visit their countries in
order to enable her to fulfil her duties effectiyel

16. Encourages the specialized agencies, regional organizatiamstional
human rights institutions and non-governmental aigations to develop regular
dialogue and cooperation with the mandate holderwadl as to continue to
contribute to the promotion and protection of thights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mintes;

17. Expresses its appreciation for the successful completion, in November
2012, of the fifth session of the Forum, which aakdred the implementation of the
Declaration and which, through the widespread pg#tion of stakeholders,
provided an important platform for promoting dialegon these topics and, as part
of its outcome, identified in its recommendatiorchi@vements, best practices and
challenges for the further implementation of thecleation and encourages
States to take into consideration the relevant mmoendations of the Forum,;

18. Invites States, United Nations mechanisms, bodies, speedlagencies,
funds and programmes, regional, intergovernmentald anon-governmental
organizations and national human rights institusias well as academics and experts
on minority issues to continue to participate aetyvin the sessions of the Forum;

19. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on activitiasertaken by
the Office of the United Nations High Commissionfar Human Rights, the
Independent Expert and relevant United Nationstiesti as well as by Member
States, to mark the twentieth anniversary of thepdidn of the Declaration?

20. Welcomes the panel discussion held by the Human Rights Cduat its
nineteenth session to commemorate the twentietlivarsary of the adoption of the
Declaration, and takes note with appreciation dieotmultilateral, regional and
subregional initiatives aimed at celebrating thaniaersary;

21. Welcomes the inter-agency cooperation among United Natiagencies,
funds and programmes on minority issues, led by tfice of the High
Commissioner, and urges them to further increasdr thooperation by, inter alia,
developing policies on the promotion and protectioh the rights of persons
belonging to minorities, drawing also on relevantammes of the Forum;

22. Takes notein particular, in this regard, of the establishment of the Udite
Nations network on racial discrimination and theotection of minorities,
coordinated by the Office of the High Commissioremd aimed at enhancing
dialogue and cooperation between relevant Unitedioda agencies, funds and
programmes, and invites the network to cooperath wie Independent Expert and
the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms ofisrac racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance and to consuld &ngage with persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and limgtic minorities and civil society
actors;

1 See A/HRC/22/60.
12 A168/304.
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23. Takes note with appreciation of the note by the Secretary-General on
racial discrimination and protection of minoritipsoviding guidance for the United
Nations system on how to address racial discrinématand the protection of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religioarsd linguistic minorities and
aimed at, inter alia, integrating their rights intllke work of the United Nations
system at the global, regional and country levéisluding through coordination
mechanisms;

24. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Human g to
continue her efforts to improve coordination anapgeration among United Nations
agencies, funds and programmes on activities reélai® the promotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging tdioraal or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities and to take the work of reét regional organizations active in
the field of human rights into account in her endlaa's;

25. Calls upon the High Commissioner to continue to promote, wither
mandate, the implementation of the Declaration, sm@&ngage in a dialogue with
Governments for that purpose and regularly updatd disseminate widely the
United Nations Guide for Minorities;

26. Invites the High Commissioner to continue to seek voluptar
contributions to facilitate the effective participn of representatives of
non-governmental organizations and persons belandim national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities, in particuldnose from developing countries, in
minority-related activities organized by the Unitedations, in particular the
activities of its human rights bodies and of therdn, and in doing so to give
particular attention to ensuring the participatminyoung people and women,;

27. Welcomes, in this regard, the decision of the Human Rig@suncil to
establish a special fund for the participation dfilcsociety and other relevant
stakeholders in, inter alia, the Forum on Minorissues:> aiming to facilitate the
broadest possible participation of civil societypresentatives and other relevant
stakeholders, with particular attention being paiol participants from least
developed countries, and calls upon States to supie participation of civil
society and other relevant stakeholders in the foom Minority Issues and, to that
end, to make voluntary contributions to the spetuad;

28. Invites the human rights treaty bodies, as well as spewiatedures of
the Human Rights Council, to continue to give ati@m within their respective
mandates, to situations and rights of persons lgghgn to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities and, in thisgard, to take into consideration
relevant recommendations of the Forum;

29. Reaffirms that the universal periodic review, as well as tbeited
Nations human rights treaty bodies, constitute imgmat mechanisms for the
promotion and protection of human rights and fundatal freedoms, in that regard
calls upon States to effectively follow up on actsp universal periodic review
recommendations related to the rights of persorlsnggng to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities, and further cmurages States parties to give
serious consideration to the follow-up to treatydporecommendations on the
matter;

13 SeeOfficial Records of the General Asserrbly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 53A (A/68/53/Add.1)
chap. IV.
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30. Encourages regional intergovernmental bodies, within theirspective
regions, to promote greater attention to the righftpersons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities bgter alia, actively raising awareness
of and promoting the Declaration in their work, eocaging its implementation at
the national level and considering the creation thematic and/or special
mechanisms on this issue;

31. Encourages national human rights institutions to pay due tiien to the
rights of persons belonging to national or ethmaligious and linguistic minorities
by, inter alia, considering the establishment of, ihstance, a department, section or
focal point within their secretariats to addresssi rights;

32. Encourages civil society, including non-governmental orgartipas, to
promote awareness of the Declaration and to rethewextent to which it integrates
the rights of persons belonging to national or é@hrmreligious and linguistic
minorities and the Declaration into its work, aslvas to inform persons belonging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic rarities about their rights;

33. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
seventieth session a report on the implementatibnthe present resolution,
including information on activities undertaken byeMber States, the Office of the
High Commissioner, the Independent Expert, relevdnited Nations entities and
other relevant stakeholders to enhance the impléatiem of the Declaration and to
ensure the realization of the rights of personsobging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities;

34. Decidesto continue consideration of the question at @getieth session
under the item entitled “Promotion and protectidrhaman rights”.

70th plenary meeting
18 December 2013
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