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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 21 December 2016 

[on the report of the Second Committee (A/71/461)] 

71/213. Promotion of international cooperation to combat illicit 

financial flows in order to foster sustainable development  
 

 

 The General Assembly, 

 Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United 

Nations,  

 Reiterating its deep concern about the impact of illicit financial flows, in 

particular those caused by tax evasion and corruption, on the economic, social and 

political stability and development of societies,  

 Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming 

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a 

comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative 

Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly 

for the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating 

poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest 

global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its 

commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions — 

economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to 

building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and see king 

to address their unfinished business,  

 Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of 

implementation targets with concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong 

political commitment to address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling 

environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global 

partnership and solidarity,  

 Welcoming the United Nations Convention against Corruption,
1
 which is the 

most comprehensive and universal instrument on corruption, and recognizing the 

need to continue to promote its ratification or accession thereto and its full and 
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effective implementation, including full support for the Mechanism for the Review 

of Implementation of the Convention,  

 Noting with appreciation the ongoing efforts by regional organizations and 

other relevant international forums to strengthen cooperation in combating illicit 

financial flows, particularly those caused by tax evasion and corruption,  

 Noting the report of the High-level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows from 

Africa, and inviting other regions to carry out similar exercises,  

 Recognizing the efforts of the Group of 20 in countering corruption at both the 

global and national levels, taking note with appreciation of the anti-corruption 

initiatives outlined in the Group of 20 Hangzhou Summit communiqué,
2
 and urging 

the Group of 20 to continue to engage other Member States and the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime in its work in an inclusive and transparent manner to 

ensure that Group of 20 initiatives complement or strengthen the work being 

undertaken by the United Nations system,  

 1. Welcomes the inclusion in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development
3
 of, inter alia, the target related to combating illicit financial flows, 

recalls that the Sustainable Development Goals and associated targets are integrated 

and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development, and in 

this regard looks forward to their achievement;  

 2. Also welcomes the inclusion in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the 

Third International Conference on Financing for Development
4
 of actions intended 

to combat illicit financial flows, and in this regard looks forward to their 

implementation;  

 3. Urges Member States that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or 

acceding to the United Nations Convention against Corruption
1
 and the United 

Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols 

thereto,
5
 and urges States parties to those conventions and protocols to make efforts 

towards their effective implementation;  

 4. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, 

within their respective mandates and resources, to ensure that no one is left behind 

and no country is left behind in the implementation of the present resolution;  

 5. Decides to give consideration, as appropriate, to ill icit financial flows in 

the follow-up and review framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and in the follow-up process of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda;  

 6. Looks forward to the inclusion, in the 2017 report of the Inter-Agency 

Task Force on Financing for Development, of an analysis of the theme of the present 

resolution, pursuant to the Task Force’s mandate, and also looks forward to the 

deliberations of the Economic and Social Council forum on financing for 

development follow-up;  

 7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-second 

session, under the item entitled “Macroeconomic policy questions”, a sub -item 
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entitled “Promotion of international cooperation to combat illicit financial flows in 

order to foster sustainable development”, unless otherwise agreed.  
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