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51/ 69. Followup to the Fourth Wirld Conf erence
on Wnen and full inplenentation of the
Beijing Declaration and Platformfor
Action

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 50/42 of 8 Decenber 1995 and 50/ 203 of
22 Decenber 1995,

Taki ng note of Econom c and Soci al Council resolutions 1996/ 6 of
22 July 1996 on the followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and

1996/ 34 of 25 July 1996 on the systemw de nmediumterm plan for the
advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001
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Reaffirm ng the inmportance of the outcone of the previous Wrld
Conferences on Whnen, held at Mexico City in 1975,! at Copenhagen in 19802
and at Nairobi in 1985,3

Recogni zi ng the significance of the outconme of the Fourth World
Conference on Wnen,* held at Beijing in 1995 to make a real change for the
enpower nent of wonen and thus to the fulfilment of the goals adopted in the
Nai r obi Forward-1|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wnen,?>

Deeply convinced that the Beijing Declaration® and the Platformfor
Action,’” adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Wnen, are inportant
contributions to the advancement of wonen worl dwi de and nust be translated
into effective action by all States, the United Nations system and ot her
organi zati ons concerned, as well as non-governnental organizations,

Recogni zing that the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action rests
primarily at the national |evel, that Governnments, non-governnenta
organi zations and public and private institutions should be involved in the
i npl enent ati on process and that national mechani sns al so have an inportant
role to play,

Bearing in mind that pronotion of international cooperation is essentia
for the effective inplementation of the Beijing Declaration and the Pl atform
for Action,

Recogni zi ng that the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action requires
comm tment from Governnents and the international conmunity,

1 See Report of the Wirld Conference of the International Wnen's Year
Mexico Gity, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E. 76.1V.1).

2 See Report of the Wirld Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Wren: Equality, Devel opnment and Peace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980 (United
Nat i ons publication, Sales No. E 80.1V.3 and corrigendunj.

3 See Report of the Wrld Conference to Review and Apprai se the
Achi evenents of the United Nations Decade for Wonen: Equality, Devel opnent and
Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E. 85.1V.10).

4 See A/ CONF. 177/20 and Add. 1.

5 Report of the Wrld Conference to Review and Apprai se the Achi evenents of

the United Nations Decade for Wnen: Equality, Devel opnent and Peace, Nai robi

15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 85.1V.10), chap. I,
sect. A

5 A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. I, resolution 1, annex |

7 1bid., annex I
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Recogni zing al so the inportant role played by States, the United
Nati ons, the regional comm ssions and other international organizations, as
wel | as by non-governnental organizations and wonen's organi zations, in the
preparatory process of the Conference and the inportance of their invol venent
in the inplenmentation of the Platformfor Action

Taking into account the fact that the followup to the Conference should
be undertaken on the basis of an integrated approach to the advancenment of
worren within the framework of a coordinated followup to and inpl enentation of
the results of the major international conferences in the economc, social and
related fields, as well as the overall responsibilities of the Genera
Assenbly and the Econom c and Soci al Council,

Reaffirming its decision that the General Assenbly, the Econom c and
Soci al Council and the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen, in accordance with
their respective mandates and with Assenbly resol ution 48/ 162 of 20 Decenber
1993 and other relevant resolutions, will constitute a three-tiered
i ntergovernmental nechanismthat will play the primary role in the overal
pol i cy-maki ng and foll owup and in coordinating the inplenentation and
monitoring of the Platformfor Action, and reaffirm ng the need for a
coordi nated followup to and inplementation of the results of najor
international conferences in the economc, social and related fields,

Reaffirm ng that the Commission on the Status of Wnen has a centra
role as a functional conm ssion assisting the Economic and Social Council in
the monitoring, within the United Nations system of the inplenentation of the
Platformfor Action and in advising the Council thereon and should therefore
be strengt hened,

Reaffirm ng al so that the Economic and Social Council should continue to
oversee systemw de coordination in the inplenentation of the Platformfor
Action and ensure overall coordination of the followup to and inpl enmentation
of the results of all United Nations international conferences in the
econom c, social and related fields and report thereon to the Cenera
Assenbl y,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral on the inplenentation of the outcone of the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wonen; 8

2. Takes note of initiatives and actions taken by CGovernnments and the
i nternational community towards the inplenentation of the Beijing Declaration
and the Platformfor Action adopted by the Conference;

3. Calls once again upon States, the United Nations system and al
other actors to inplement the Platformfor Action, in particular by pronoting
an active and visible policy of mainstream ng a gender perspective at al
| evel s, including in the design, nonitoring and evaluation of all policies, as
appropriate, in order to ensure effective inplenentation of the Platform

4. Wl cones the contribution of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
in translating the concept of mainstreaming into practical action, including
t he ongoi ng work to devel op nethodol ogies to facilitate the application of a

8 A/ 51/ 322.
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gender perspective into all policies and programmes throughout the United
Nat i ons system

5. Calls for intensified efforts at the international |evel to
integrate the equal status and all human rights of wonen into the nmainstream
of United Nations systemw de activity and to address these issues regularly
and systematically throughout the relevant United Nations bodi es and
mechani sns;

6. Stresses that Governnents have the primary responsibility for
i npl enenting the Platformfor Action, and reaffirnms that CGovernnents shoul d
continue to commt thenselves at the highest political level toits
i npl enentati on and should take a |l eading role in coordinating, nonitoring and
assessing progress in the advancenent of wonen;

7. Calls upon States, with the assistance of non-governnent al
organi zations, to continue to dissemnate widely the Beijing Declaration and
the Platformfor Action;

8. Wl cones the progress made by CGovernnments thus far towards neeting
the conmtnment to devel opi ng, by 1996, conprehensive inplenmentation strategies
or plans of action, including tinme-bound targets and benchmarks for
nmoni toring, and urges all Governments that have not yet done so to undertake
efforts in this regard, in order to inplenent fully the Platformfor Action

9. Al so wel cones the contribution made to the el aboration of
gui del ines for national strategies or plans of action by regional and
subr egi onal conferences on the inplenmentation of the Platformfor Action, such
as the Qutline of a Mbdel National Action Plan by the Subregional Conference
of Senior CGovernmental Experts held at Bucharest from 12 to 14 Septenber
1996, ° whi ch may assist other Governnents, too, in meeting this conm tnent,
and in this respect encourages the support of, inter alia, the Division for
t he Advancenment of Wonen of the Secretariat;

10. Urges Governnments that have not yet done so to establish or
strengt hen appropriate national machineries for the advancenent of wonen at
the highest political level, appropriate intra- and intermnisteria
procedures and staffing and other institutions with the mandate and capacity
to broaden wonen's participation and integrate gender analysis into policies
and programmes, so as to ensure the full inplenmentation of the Beijing
Decl aration and the Platformfor Action, and takes note of regiona
initiatives for strengthening national nachineries;

11. Encour ages non-governnental organizations to contribute to the
design and inplenmentation of these strategies or national plans of action in
addition to their own progranmes that conpl enent government efforts;

12. Calls upon Governnents to invite and encourage the active support
and participation of a broad and diverse range of other institutional actors,
i ncluding | egislative bodies, academ c and research institutions, professiona
associ ations, trade unions, local conmunity groups and the nedia, as well as
financial and non-profit organizations for the inplementation of the Platform
for Action;

° See SRC/ CEE/ REP. 1.
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13. Recogni zes the inportance attached to the regi onal nonitoring of
the gl obal and regional platfornms for action by regional conm ssions and ot her
subregi onal or regional structures, within their mandates, in consultation
wi th Governnents, and the necessity of pronoting cooperati on anong Governments
of the sane region in this respect;

14. Invites the Economi c and Social Council, in order to facilitate
the regional inplenmentation, nonitoring and eval uati on process, to consider
reviewing the institutional capacity of the United Nations regi ona
conmi ssions, in accordance with paragraph 302 of the Platformfor Action, and
to consider, in this context, how best to integrate the inputs by the regiona
conmmi ssions into the overall nonitoring and followup to the Platformfor
Acti on;

15. Calls upon States to take action to fulfil the conmitnents nade at
t he Conference for the advancenent of wonen and for the strengthening of
i nternational cooperation, and reaffirns that adequate financial resources
shoul d be committed at the international level for the inplementation of the
Platformfor Action in the devel oping countries, in particular in Africa, and
in the | east devel oped countri es;

16. Invites the Secretary-General, in the inplenmentation of the United
Nati ons systemw de initiative on Africa, to pay special attention to the
needs and rol e of wonen as actors and beneficiaries in the devel opnent
process;

17. Recogni zes that inplenmentation of the Platformfor Action in the
countries with economes in transition requires continued internationa
cooperation and assistance, as indicated in the Platformfor Action;

18. Calls upon Menber States to allocate sufficient resources for
undert aki ng gender 1 npact analyses in order to devel op successful nationa
i npl enentation strategies for the Platformfor Action

19. Stresses that full and effective inplenentation of the Platform
for Action will require a political commtnment to make avail abl e human and
financial resources for the enpowernent of wonen, the integration of a gender
per spective in budgetary decisions on policies and programes, as well as
adequat e financing of specific programres for securing equality between wonen
and men;

20. Wl cones the input of the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen to the
di scussion on the eradication of poverty in the coordi nati on segrment of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council, inter alia, in relation to mainstream ng a gender

perspective in poverty eradication activities and the use of avail able funding
sources and nmechani snms, with a viewto contributing to the goals of poverty
eradi cation and targeting wonen living in poverty;

21. Urges Governnments, the United Nations system including the
Bretton Wods institutions, relevant international organizations,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector to enpower wonen through
concrete actions, policies and programes, including integration of gender
per specti ves;
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22. Requests CGovernnents and the international comunity to inplenent
specific programes for the eradication of poverty and illiteracy, ensuring
worren' s equal access to education, training, enploynment and the promotion of
entrepreneurial activities, and strongly urges the international comunity to
support national efforts towards the advancenment of wonen in devel opi ng
countries, particularly in Africa, and in the | east devel oped countri es;

23. Reaffirns that, in order to inplenment the Platformfor Action, a
refornul ati on of policies and reallocation of resources may be needed, but
that some policy changes may not necessarily have financial inplications;

24. Reaffirns also that, in order to inplement the Platformfor
Action, adequate mobilization of resources at the national and internationa
| evel s, as well as new and additional resources to the devel opi ng countries,
in particular in Africa, and the | east devel oped countries, fromall avail able
fundi ng mechani snms, including nultilateral, bilateral and private sources for
t he advancenent of woren, will al so be required;

25. Calls upon those States conmtted to the 20:20 initiative to
integrate a gender perspective fully into its inplementation, as referred to
i n paragraph 358 of the Platformfor Action

26. Recogni zes that the creation of an enabling environment, at the
nati onal and international levels, is necessary to ensure the ful
participation of women in econom c activities, and calls upon States to renpve
obstacles for the full inplenentation of the Beijing Declaration and the
Platformfor Action;

27. Calls upon Menber States to commit thensel ves to gender bal ance,
inter alia, through the creation of special nechanisns, in all government-
appoi nted conmttees, boards and other relevant official bodies, as
appropriate, as well as in all international bodies, institutions and
organi zati ons, notably by presenting and pronoting nore women candi dat es;

28. Al so calls upon Menber States to aimat and support gender bal ance
in the conposition of delegations to the United Nations and ot her
i nternational foruns;

29. Reaffirnms that the inplementation of the Platformfor Action wll
require i medi ate and concerted action by all to create a peaceful, just and
humane worl d based on all human rights and fundanmental freedons, including the
principle of equality for all people of all ages and fromall walks of life,
and to this end, recognizes that broad-based and sustai ned economc growth in
t he context of sustainable devel opnent is necessary to sustain social
devel opnent and social justice;

30. Stresses, in relation to the United Nations, that the Platformfor
Action needs to be inplenented through the work of all the bodies and
organi zati ons of the system during the period 1995-2000, specifically and as
an integral part of w der programm ng;

31. Al so stresses that the means of inplenentation of the Platformfor
Action shoul d include mainstream ng a gender perspective in the context of
preparation of the programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999;
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32. Wl cones the endorsenent by the Econom c and Social Council of the
revi sed systemw de nmediumtermplan for the advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001
and its decision to undertake, in 1998, a conprehensive md-termreview of the
i npl enentation of the revised plan as a basis for future progranm ng and
coordi nation of activities for the advancenent and enpowerment of wonen by the
United Nations system including a review of the progress nmade in
mai nst ream ng a gender perspective in all activities of the United Nations
system

33. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, in his capacity as Chairman of the
Admi ni strative Committee on Coordination, to fornulate a new systemw de
medi umterm plan for the advancenment of wonen to cover the period 2002- 2005,
to submt a new draft plan to the Econom c and Social Council at its
substantive session of 2000 in order to provide guidance for the medi umterm
pl ans of the individual organizations of the United Nations systemand to
submit the draft plan to the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen at its
forty-fourth session for conments;

34. Reiterates the need for an enhanced framework for internationa
cooperation for gender-related issues in the integrated and conprehensive
i npl enentation, foll owup and assessnment of the Platformfor Action, taking
into account the results of global United Nations sunmmts and conferences;

35. Wl cones the decision of the Economic and Social Council to devote
its 1997 coordi nation segnment to mai nstreani ng a gender perspective, and
reiterates its invitation to the Council to consider devoting one high-I|eve
segnent and one operational segment to the advancenent of women and the
i npl enentation of the Platformfor Action, before the year 2000, taking into
account the nulti-year programe of work of the Commi ssion on the Status of
Wnen and all other functional conmissions of the Council and the need for a
system wi de approach to the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action;

36. Al so wel comes the establishnment of the Inter-Agency Committee on
Wbrren and Gender Equality, and notes the work done by the Special Adviser to
the Secretary-CGeneral on Gender |ssues for the systemw de inplenentation of
the Platformfor Action;

37. Further wel cones the fact that the Inter-Agency Committee on Wnen
and Gender Equality will serve as a forumfor information exchange and the
promnoti on of programre coordi nati on and col | aborative arrangenments anong
organi zati ons of the systemand will be responsible for addressing, on a
conpr ehensi ve systemw de basis, all aspects of the inplenentation of the
Platformfor Action and gender-rel ated recommendati ons emanati ng from ot her
recent international conferences within the purview of the United Nations
system

38. Wl cones devel opnents in coordination at the inter-agency |evel,
i ncl udi ng work done by the Inter-Agency Conmittee on Wonen and Gender Equality
which is expected to nove forward the conceptual discussion of mainstreaning,
and stresses the need for further work to mainstream a gender perspective into
t he day-to-day work of United Nations staff throughout the systemand in
i ntergovernmental action beyond the social sectors and operational activities;

39. Al so wel cones Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/6, in
whi ch the Council strengthened the mandate and the terns of reference of the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen and endorsed the Comm ssion's multi-year
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wor k progranme for the period 1996-2000, and al so wel cones the agreed

concl usions 1996/1 of the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen of March 1996 on
t he Conmi ssion's nethods of work for dealing with the inplenentation of the
Platform for Action;?®®

40. Invites once again all other functional comm ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, within their mandates, to take due account of the
Platformfor Action and to ensure the integration of gender aspects in their
respecti ve work;

41. Wl cones the neasures taken by the Secretary-Ceneral to date to
ensure coordination of policy within the United Nations for the inplenmentation
of the Platformfor Action and the nmainstream ng of a systemw de gender
perspective in all activities of the United Nations system including
training, in accordance with paragraph 326 of the Platformfor Action;

42. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to present action-oriented
recomendati ons to the Econom ¢ and Social Council at its coordination segnent
on nmeans to enhance systemw de coordi nati on on gender issues and to
mai nst ream a gender perspective throughout the United Nations system

43. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to dissem nate the
Beijing Declaration and the Platformfor Action as w dely as possible,
including to the competent organs of the United Nations and the specialized
agenci es;

44. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Division for the Advancenment of Wonen can effectively carry out all the tasks
foreseen for it in the Platformfor Action by, inter alia, providing
sufficient human and financial resources within the regul ar budget of the
Uni ted Nati ons;

45. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, in cooperation with the
Admi ni strator of the United Nations Devel opnment Programme, to ensure that the
resi dent coordinators fully incorporate a gender perspective in integrating
the followup to the Fourth World Conference on Winen into the coordi nated
followup to recent global United Nations conferences;

46. Wl cones the decision of the Cormittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrimnati on agai nst Winen to anend its reporting guidelines in line with
t he recomendati ons of paragraph 323 of the Platformfor Action to enable it
to consider reports submtted by States parties, and invites States parties to
i ncl ude informati on on neasures taken to inplenment the Platformfor Action in
their reports;

47. Notes the inportance of the activities undertaken by the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Fund for Wnen and the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Wonen in the inplenmentation of the Platform
for Action;

48. Commends the work of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Wonen on the issues addressing, inter alia,

10 O&ficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent
No. 6 (E/1996/26), chap. I, sect. C 1.
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the process of the economic and political enpowernent of wonen, statistics and
indicators in gender issues, and requests the Institute to incorporate inits
bi enni al work programe appropriate actions in order to carry out research and
trai ni ng conponents relevant to the twelve critical areas of concern and the

i npl enentation of the Platformfor Action, within its area of expertise;

49, Al so commends the work of the United Nations Devel opment Fund for
Wbrren in providing a strategic and focused response to the foll ow up and
i npl enentation of the Platformfor Action through its advocacy and operationa
activities in support of wonen's econom ¢ and political enpowerment, and
encour ages the Fund to provide technical support to operationalize the
Platformfor Action at the national |level through, inter alia, the resident
coordi nator system and taking into account decision 1996/43 of 13 Septenber
1996 of the Executive Board of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme/ United
Nat i ons Popul ati on Fund; !

50. Encour ages the International Research and Training Institute for
t he Advancenent of Whnen, the United Nations Devel opment Fund for Wmen and
the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen to strengthen their cooperation and
coordi nati on;

51. Encourages international financial institutions to review and
revi se policies, procedures and staffing to ensure that investnments and
programes benefit wonen and thus contribute to sustainabl e devel opnent;

52. Invites the World Trade Organi zation to consider how it m ght
contribute to the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action, including
activities in cooperation with the United Nations system

53. Deci des to appraise the progress on an annual basis and to retain
in the agenda of its forthcom ng sessions the itementitled "Inplenentation of
the outcone of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen", with a viewto
assessing, in the year 2000, the progress achieved in the inplenentation of
t he Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wnen and the
Platformfor Action in an appropriate forum

54. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session and thereafter annually, through the Conm ssion on
the Status of Wbnen and the Economic and Social Council, on ways to enhance
the capacity of the Organization and of the United Nations systemto support
the ongoing followup to the Conference in the nost integrated and effective
way, including human and financial requirenents and nmeasures taken and
progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the Beijing Declaration and the
Platform for Action.

82nd plenary neeting
12 Decenber 1996

11 See Oficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 13, (E/1996/33).



