UNITED A
NATIONS

General Assenbly

Di str.
GENERAL

A RES/ 51/ 103
3 March 1997

Fifty-first session
Agenda item 110 (D)

RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
[on the report of the Third Commttee (A/51/619/Add. 2)]

51/ 103. Hunan rights and unil ateral coercive
neasur es

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recal ling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nat i ons,

Reaffirm ng the pertinent principles and provisions contained in the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States proclainmed by the Genera
Assenbly by its resolution 3281 (XXl X) of 12 Decenber 1974, in particular
article 32 thereof, in which it is declared that no State may use or encourage
the use of economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce anot her
State in order to obtain fromit the subordination of the exercise of its
sovereign rights,

Taking note of the report submitted by the Secretary-CGeneral! pursuant
to Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1995/45 of 3 March 1995, 2

Recogni zi ng the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrel ated
character of all human rights, and, in this regard, reaffirmng the right to
devel opnent as an integral part of all human rights,

Recalling that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts cal |l ed upon States
to refrain fromany unilateral coercive neasure not in accordance with

! B/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 45 and Add. 1.

2 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent

No. 3 and corrigenda (E/ 1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. Il, sect. A

97-77041 /...



A RES/ 51/ 103
Page 2

international |law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles
to trade relations anmong States and i npedes the full realization of all human
rights,?

Bearing in mind all the references to this question in the Copenhagen
Decl arati on on Soci al Devel opnent, adopted by the Wbrld Sunmt for Social
Devel opnent on 12 March 1995,% the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for
Action, adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wrnen on
15 Septenber 1995,° and the |Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlenents and the
Habi t at Agenda, adopted by the United Nations Conference on Human Settl ements
(Habitat I1) on 14 June 1996, °

Deeply concerned that, despite the reconmendati ons adopted on this issue
by the CGeneral Assenmbly and recent major United Nations conferences, and
contrary to general international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations,
uni |l ateral coercive neasures continue to be pronul gated and i nplenented with
all their extraterritorial effects, inter alia, on the econom c and socia
devel opnent of targeted countries and peopl es and individual s under the
jurisdiction of other States,

1. Uges all States to refrain from adopting or inplenenting any
uni | ateral neasure not in accordance with international |aw and the Charter of
the United Nations, in particular those of a coercive nature with all their
extraterritorial effects, which create obstacles to trade rel ati ons anong
States, thus inpeding the full realization of the rights set forth in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts’ and other international human rights
instruments, in particular the right of individuals and peoples to
devel opnent ;

2. Rej ects unilateral coercive neasures with all their
extraterritorial effects as tools for political or econom c pressure against
any country, in particular against devel oping countries, because of their
negative effects on the realization of all the human rights of vast sectors of
their populations, in particular children, wonmen and the elderly;

3. Calls upon Menber States that have initiated such nmeasures to
commit thenselves to their obligations and responsibilities arising fromthe
i nternational human rights instrunments to which they are party by revoking
such nmeasures at the earliest tinme possible;

4. Reaffirms, in this context, the right of all peoples to self-
determ nation, by virtue of which they freely determine their political status
and freely pursue their economc, social and cultural devel oprent;

8 A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. Ill, sect. |, para. 31

4 A/ CONF. 166/9, chap. |, resolution 1, annex |

5 A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. I, resolution 1, annexes | and II
5 A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and |1

" Resolution 217 A (II1).
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5. Urges the Commi ssion on Human Rights to take fully into account
the negative inpact of unilateral coercive neasures, including enactmnment of
national laws and their extraterritorial application, in its task concerning
the inplenentation of the right to devel opnent;

6. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
di scharging his functions relating to the pronotion, realization and
protection of the right to devel opnent, to give urgent consideration to the
present resolution in his annual report to the General Assenbly;

7. Requests Menber States to notify the Secretary-General about the
i mplications and negative effects of such neasures on their populations in the
various aspects referred to in the present resol ution;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present resolution

9. Decides to examine this question, on a priority basis, at its
fifty-second session under the sub-itementitled "Human rights questi ons,
i ncluding alternative approaches for inproving the effective enjoynent of
human rights and fundanental freedons".

82nd plenary neeting
12 Decenber 1996




