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51/ 151. Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization of African Unity

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General on cooperation
between the United Nations and the O ganization of African Unity,!?

Recal ling the provisions of Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nati ons on regi onal arrangements or agencies, which set forth the basic
principles governing their activities and establishing the | egal framework for
cooperation with the United Nations in the area of the maintenance of
i nternational peace and security, as well as resolution 49/57 of
9 Decenber 1994, the annex to which contains the Declaration on the
Enhancenent of Cooperation between the United Nations and Regi ona
Arrangenents or Agencies in the Mintenance of International Peace and
Security,

Recalling al so the agreenent of 15 Novenber 1965 on cooperation between
the United Nations and the Organi zation of African Unity as updated and signed
on 9 COctober 1990 by the Secretaries-General of the two organizati ons,

Recalling further its resolutions on the enhancenent of cooperation
between the United Nations and the O gani zation of African Unity, in
particul ar resolutions 43/12 of 25 COctober 1988, 43/27 of 18 Novenber 1988,
44/ 17 of 1 November 1989, 45/13 of 7 Novenmber 1990, 46/20 of 26 Novenber 1991
47/ 148 of 18 Decenber 1992, 48/ 25 of 29 Novenber 1993, 49/64 of 15 Decenber
1994 and 50/ 158 of 21 Decenber 1995,
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Recalling that, in its resolutions 46/20, 47/148 and 48/25, it,
inter alia, urged the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the rel evant
agencies of the United Nations systemto extend their support for the
establ i shnent of the African Econom ¢ Comunity,

Recalling also its resolution 48/ 214 of 23 Decenber 1993 on the
i npl enentati on of the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa
in the 1990s,

Taki ng note of the resolutions, decisions and decl arati ons adopted by
the Council of Mnisters of the Organi zation of African Unity at its sixty-
fourth ordinary session, held at Yaoundé from1l to 5 July 1996, and by the
Assenbly of Heads of State and Governnent of the Organization of African Unity
at itg thirty-second ordinary session, held at Yaoundé from8 to 10 July
1996,

Consi dering the inportant statenment nade by the Chairman of the Assenbly
of Heads of State and Governnent of the Organization of African Unity before
the General Assenbly on 24 Cctober 1996, 3

M ndful of the need for continued and cl oser cooperation between the
United Nations and its specialized agencies and the Organi zation of African
Unity, in particular in the political, econom c, social, technical, cultura
and administrative fields,

Noting that the Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention, Managenent and
Resol uti on of the Organization of African Unity is developing its capacity in
preventive di pl omacy,

Also noting the efforts of the Organization of African Unity, and the
support and assi stance of the United Nations, to pronote the peacefu
settl enent of disputes and conflicts in Africa and the harnoni ous continuation
of the process of denocratization

Deeply concerned that, despite the policies of reform being inplenented
by nmost African countries, their economc situation remains critical and
African recovery and devel opnent continue to be severely hindered by the
persi stence of |ower-level commodity prices, the heavy debt burden and the
paucity of funding possibilities,

Aware of the efforts being nmade by the Organization of African Unity and
its States menbers in the area of economi c integration and of the need to
accel erate the process of inplenentation of the African Econom ¢ Comunity,

Deeply concerned about the gravity of the situation of refugees and
di spl aced persons in Africa and the urgent need for increased internationa
assistance to help refugees and, subsequently, African countries of asylum

2 A51/524, annexes | and 1|1

3 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Pl enary neetings, 40th neeting, and corrigendum
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Acknowl edgi ng the assi stance already rendered by the internationa
community, in particular to refugees, displaced persons and African countries
of asyl um

Recogni zi ng the i nmportance of devel oping and mai ntaining a culture of
peace, tol erance and harnoni ous relationships in order to contribute to the
prevention of conflicts and wars in Africa,

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Wole of the
Ceneral Assenbly for the Md-term Review of the Inplementation of the United
Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s, 4

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on cooperation
between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity! and of his
efforts to strengthen that cooperation and to inplenment the rel evant
resol utions;

2. Notes with appreciation the continued and increasing participation
of the Organization of African Unity in the work of the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agencies and its constructive contribution to that work;

3. Calls upon the United Nations organs, in particular the Security
Council and the Economic and Social Council, to continue to involve the

Organi zation of African Unity closely in all their activities concerning
Africa;

4. Wl cones the fact that both the United Nations and the
Organi zation of African Unity have agreed to strengthen and broaden their
cooperation in neasures to prevent and resolve conflicts in Africa, and in
this regard invites the United Nations to provide the O ganization of African
Unity with the necessary support for the consolidation and pronotion of a
culture of peace, tol erance and harnonious relationships in Africa;

5. Calls upon the United Nations to coordinate its efforts and to
cooperate with the Organization of African Unity in the context of the pacific
settl enent of disputes and the maintenance of international peace and security
in Africa, as provided for under Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nat i ons;

6. Commends the efforts of the Organization of African Unity to
strengthen its capacity in the field of conflict resolution and to
operationalize its Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention, Managenent and
Resol ution in Africa;

7. Al so commends the United Nations and the Organization of African
Unity for their ongoing cooperative activities in the resolution of conflicts
in Africa, and stresses the need to enhance and strengthen the existing
pattern of exchange of information and consultations, especially in the areas
of preventive dipl omacy, peacemaki ng and peacekeepi ng operati ons;

8. Invites the United Nations to assist the Organization of African
Unity in strengthening its institutional and operational capacity in the

4 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 48 (A 51/48).
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preventi on, managenent and resolution of conflicts in Africa, in particular in
the foll owi ng areas:

(a) Est abl i shment of an early-warni ng system

(b) Techni cal assistance and training of personnel, including a staff
exchange programme;

(c) Exchange and coordination of information between their respective
ear | y-war ni ng syst ens;

(d) Logi stical support;
(e) Mobi l'i zation of financial support;

9. Urges the United Nations to enhance its cooperation with, and
facilitate the participation of, the Organization of African Unity in its
preventive di pl omacy, peacemaki ng and peacekeepi ng operations and in joint
fact-finding mssions in Africa, by providing technical assistance and
secondnents and assisting in the nobilization of financial and |ogistica
support;

10. Al so urges the United Nations to encourage donor countries, in
consultation with the Organi zation of African Unity, to provide adequate
funding and training for African countries in their efforts to enhance their
peacekeepi ng capabilities, with a view to enabling those countries to
participate actively in peacekeeping operations within the framework of the
Uni ted Nati ons;

11. Notes with appreciation the assistance provided by the United
Nations and its agencies to African countries in the context of the
denocrati zati on process;

12. Urges the United Nations to continue to support the Organization
of African Unity in its efforts to manage a peaceful denocratic transition in
Africa, in particular in the areas of education for denocracy, election
observation, human rights and freedom including technical support to the
African Comm ssion on Human and Peoples' Rights;

13. Urges all Menber States and regional and internationa
organi zations, in particular those of the United Nations system as well as
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, to provide the necessary and appropriate
econom ¢, financial and technical assistance to refugees and di spl aced
persons, as well as to the African countries of asylum taking into account
recent disquieting developnents in this respect;

14. Commends the continued efforts of the Organi zation of African
Unity to pronmote nmultilateral cooperation and econom c integration anong
African States, and requests the United Nations agencies to continue to
support those efforts;

15. Stresses that the economi c, technical and devel opnent assi stance
provided to Africa by the organizations of the United Nations system nust
continue, and enphasi zes the current need for those organizations to accord
priority to Africa in this field,
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16. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral, Menber States, regional and
i nternational organizations, in particular those of the United Nations system
and non-governnmental organizations to extend their support to the operations
of the African Econom c Community and to assist in economc integration and
cooperation in Africa, in particular the strengthening of the regional
econom ¢ comunities, the preparation of the protocols to the Treaty
Establ i shing the African Econom c Conmmunity, its popul arization and the
strengthening of its institutional support;

17. Requests the agencies of the United Nations systemworking in
Africa to include in their programmes at the national and regional |evels
activities that will enhance regional cooperation in their respective areas
and to facilitate the realization of the objectives of the Treaty Establishing
the African Econonmic Community;

18. Calls upon the United Nations agencies to intensify the
coordi nation of their regional programmes in Africa in order to create
i nterlinkages anong them and to ensure the harnoni zati on of their programmes
with those of the African regional and subregi onal econoni c organi zati ons;

19. Enphasi zes the urgency of the need to adopt appropriate measures
to ensure the effective inplenentation of the United Nati ons New Agenda for
t he Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s, in particular regarding (a) economc
refornms, including the effective nobilization and efficient utilization of
domestic resources, (b) pronotion of the private sector and foreign direct
i nvestment, (c) intensification of the denocratic process and the
strengthening of civil society, (d) environnent and devel opment, (e) resource
flows, (f) solution of Africa's debt problem (g) trade facilitation and
mar ket access, (h) diversification of African economes, (i) inprovenent of
physical and institutional infrastructure and social and human resource
devel opnent and (j) wonen in devel opnent;

20. Urges all States and international subregional and regional
organi zations actively to inplenment the recommendati ons of the Ad Hoc
Committee of the Whole of the General Assenbly for the Md-term Review of the
United Nations New Agenda for the Devel opnment of Africa in the 1990s, as
adopted by the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session;

21. Invites the Secretary-Ceneral to associate the O ganization of
African Unity closely with the followup and nonitoring of the inplenmentation
of the United Nations New Agenda for the Devel opnment of Africa in the 1990s,

i ncluding the conduct of the final review of its inplenmentation in the year
2002;

22. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to work
closely with the Secretary-Ceneral of the O ganization of African Unity on the
i npl enentati on of the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa
in the 1990s, and requests that it be given prom nence at the annual neeting
of the two organizations;

23. Recalls its resolution 48/ 214, in paragraph 10 of which it invited
the Secretary-General to follow up and pronote the responses of the United
Nati ons system and the international community to the devel opment concerns of
Africa, as expressed in the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of
Africa in the 1990s;
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24. Takes note with appreciation of the recommendati ons of the neeting
bet ween the secretariats of the O ganization of African Unity and the United
Nati ons held at Addis Ababa from6 to 9 Novenber 1995, and requests the
convening of a followup neeting in 1997, at Addis Ababa, to revi ew and
eval uate the progress made in the inplenmentation of the recomendati ons agreed
at the 1995 neeting and to adopt new and effective joint action;

25. Calls upon the relevant organs of the United Nations systemto
ensure the effective, fair and equitable representation of Africa at senior
and policy levels at their respective headquarters and in their regional field
oper ati ons;

26. Requests the rel evant organs of the United Nations systemto
continue to assist the Organization of African Unity in strengthening its
capacity for information gathering, analysis and di ssem nation through the
trai ning of personnel and the nobilization of technical and financial
assi st ance;

27. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to strengthen and inprove
foll owup, nonitoring and eval uation of the inplenentation of the United
Nat i ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa;

28. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present
resol ution and on the devel opnment of cooperation between the O gani zation of
African Unity and the organi zations of the United Nations system

84t h plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996



