United Nations ARES/80/266

General Assembly Distr.: General
5 June 2026

VAN
NF

Eightieth session

Agenda item 13

Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up
to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and
summits in the economic, social and related fields

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly
on 4 June 2026

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/80/L.72)]

80/266. Education for peace

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations
and the commitment made by all Member States to promote and encourage universal
respect for and observance of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, inter alia,
the right to education,

Reaffirming also the right of everyone to education, which is enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,' the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,?> the Convention on the Rights of the Child,® the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,*
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,>
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities® and other relevant
instruments,

Recalling that education shall be directed to the full development of the human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms,

Recalling also its resolution 72/130 of 8 December 2017 on the proclamation
and the observance of the International Day of Living Together in Peace, including

! Resolution 217 A (1I1).

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
4 Ibid., vol. 660, No. 9464.

5 Ibid., vol. 1249, No. 20378.

¢ Ibid., vol. 2515, No. 44910.
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through education, and reaffirming the need to promote peaceful and inclusive
societies,

Considering the importance of promoting education and culture for peace,
which fosters tolerance and respect for the values inherent in peace and universal
coexistence among people, including respect for the life, dignity and integrity of
human beings, as well as friendship and solidarity among people irrespective of their
nationality, race, sex, religion or culture, in the spirit of the Charter,

Recognizing that cultural diversity and the pursuit of cultural development by
all peoples and nations are a source of mutual enrichment for the cultural life of
humankind, which can be promoted through education,

Reaffirming the commitment to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, and inter alia, to ensure that all
learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development,
including through education for the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution
to sustainable development,

Recalling the mandate of the University for Peace, established by the General
Assembly as a specialized international institution devoted to education, training and
research for peace, conflict prevention and the promotion of a culture of peace, and
reaffirmed most recently in its resolution 79/84 of 4 December 2024,

Taking note of the Incheon Declaration: Education 2030 — towards inclusive and
equitable quality education and lifelong learning for all, adopted at the World
Education Forum 20135, held in Incheon, Republic of Korea, from 19 to 22 May 2015,’
which affirmed the understanding of education as a main driver of development that
is essential for peace, tolerance, human fulfilment and sustainable development, as
well as key to achieving full employment and poverty eradication,

Taking note with appreciation of the Transforming Education Summit, convened
by the Secretary-General from 16 to 19 September 2022 in New York, as well as its
pre-Summit, hosted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization from 28 to 30 June 2022 in Paris,

Taking note with appreciation also of the adoption of the Recommendation on
Education for Peace and Human Rights, International Understanding, Cooperation,
Fundamental Freedoms, Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development by the
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization at its forty-second session, held in Paris from 7 to 22 November 2023,%

Reaffirming the commitment to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies,
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels,

Stressing the complementarity and mutual reinforcement of human rights
education, training and learning and education for democracy and peace,

Reaffirming the efforts aimed at expanding and improving early childhood care
and education, and emphasizing that the first years of life are critical for cognitive,
social and emotional growth and, therefore, for fostering a culture of peace,

-

See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Final Report of the World
Education Forum 2015, Incheon, Republic of Korea, 19-22 May 2015 (Paris, 2015).

See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records of the General
Conference, Forty-second Session, Paris, 7-22 November 2023, vol. 1 and corrigendum,
Resolutions, resolution 16 and annex IV.
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Reaffirming also that equality and non-discrimination are fundamental and
universal human rights that underpin education for peace,

Reaffirming further the need to strengthen the efforts to realize the right to
education for all women and girls, eliminating barriers in this regard, ensuring
inclusive and equitable quality education, training and skills development, promoting
lifelong learning opportunities, and supporting women’s and girls’ participation in all
sectors, especially those in which they are not equally represented, in particular
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, and strengthening international
cooperation on these issues,

Recognizing the importance of safeguarding the right to education for all,
particularly for children and learners affected by poverty, armed conflict, occupation,
disasters and humanitarian and other crises, including for refugees, internally
displaced persons, victims of racial discrimination and people in vulnerable
situations, including persons with disabilities, and, in this regard, the need to ensure
continuity of inclusive and quality education and protect educational institutions and
civilian personnel connected to them from attacks and threats of attacks,

Emphasizing the critical role of education in combating racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and that educational materials and
resources should be inclusive and free from negative stereotypes, all forms of
discriminatory and hateful bias, and elements that incite discrimination, racism,
xenophobia, hostility or violence towards any individuals, groups or peoples,

Recognizing the role of education for peace in empowering young people and
promoting their full, equal and meaningful participation in all spheres of public life,
promoting the values of peace, tolerance, inclusion and countering violence,
xenophobia, hate and all forms of discrimination,

Taking note of the Global Education Meeting held in Fortaleza, Brazil, on
31 October and 1 November 2024 and its Fortaleza Declaration,

Recognizing the importance of education in cultivating talent and driving
innovation and that harnessing the benefits of digital technologies for inclusive,
equitable and quality education and lifelong learning opportunities requires the
advancement of connectivity, capacities and content, and acknowledging the need for
access to broadband Internet and technology devices, digital inclusion and literacy,
open educational resources and technology that are non-discriminatory, and to
incorporate digital competencies into the education system for the capacity-building
of educators and students, while mitigating the risks of digital exclusion,

Recognizing also that, while digital and new technologies can create new ways
to enhance education and, inter alia, foster learning and teaching, they also present
new risks and threats that should be addressed, including increased vulnerability to
bullying and cyberbullying,

Recognizing further the important role of civil society, including
non-governmental organizations, women’s organizations, young people, academia
and the private sector in promoting education for peace,

1. Underlines the key role of education in promoting the values of a culture
of peace and non-violence;

2. Reaffirms the commitment of Member States, enshrined in the Declaration
on Future Generations,? to promote safe, inclusive, equitable and quality education
for all, including physical education and sport, and to promote opportunities for

9 Resolution 79/1, annex II.
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lifelong learning, technical and vocational training, and digital literacy, allowing for
the intergenerational acquisition and transfer of knowledge and skills to advance the
prospects of future generations;

3. Also reaffirms the commitment to support developing countries to
significantly increase investment from all sources in education and skills, especially
early childhood and girls’ education and skills, to build inclusive, accessible and
resilient education systems and lifelong learning opportunities that are tailored to the
needs of young people and children today and in the future by enhancing curricula,
improving teachers’ professional development, harnessing digital technologies and
improving access to technical and vocational training to help young people to
contribute to their societies;

4.  Urges the appropriate authorities to provide age-appropriate education in
children’s schools that builds a culture of peace and non-violence, including lessons
in mutual understanding, respect, tolerance, active and global citizenship and human
rights;

5. Encourages States to establish mechanisms to create inclusive, safe and
equitable learning spaces free from violence against women and girls and to remove
barriers to gender equality in and through education;

6.  Recognizes the need to harness the benefits of digital technologies for
inclusive, equitable and quality education and lifelong learning opportunities, and in
that regard reaffirms the commitment of Member States to advance connectivity and
online learning capacities and content, while also addressing challenges that may
undermine social cohesion and peace;

7.  Encourages Member States to strengthen their efforts, as appropriate and
taking into account national circumstances, through education, to build peaceful, just
and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all
and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels and uphold
human rights and fundamental freedoms;

8.  Also encourages Member States, as appropriate, to promote education for
peace in addressing the root causes of conflict, fostering mutual trust and
strengthening social cohesion;

9.  Invites Member States to implement the Recommendation on Education
for Peace and Human Rights, International Understanding, Cooperation, Fundamental
Freedoms, Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development, as appropriate, through
system-wide efforts and, as feasible, across all levels of education;

10. Recognizes the role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization in promoting a culture of peace and non-violence through
educational programmes and in supporting Member States, upon their request, in
developing education for peace;

11. Requests the relevant United Nations entities, within their respective
mandates and existing resources, to promote education for peace, including through
the development of relevant programmes and initiatives;

12. Invites international, regional and other intergovernmental organizations,
within their respective mandates, to share best practices and experiences in the field
of education for peace with each other and with the United Nations system, and
encourages them to strengthen existing initiatives as appropriate;
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13.  Encourages civil society and non-governmental organizations to promote
education for peace, complementing the initiatives of Member States, the United
Nations system and other international and regional organizations.

88th plenary meeting
4 June 2026
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